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CONSUMER FEDERATION OF AMERICA

CONSUMER ASSEMBLY 2008
Challenges and Opportunities in an Era of Global Change

January 31 and February 1, 2008
Embassy Suites Convention Center Hotel
THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 2008
8:00 AM

REGISTRATION (Pre-Function Area)

8:20-10:30 AM
GENERAL SESSION (Capital C/D)

8:20-8:30 AM:
WELCOME




Stephen Brobeck




Executive Director




Consumer Federation of America
8:30-9:00 AM

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Introducer:

Travis Plunkett



Legislative Director




Consumer Federation of America
Speaker:

The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
9:00-9:30 AM 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Introducer:

Nancy A. Cowles




Executive Director




Kids in Danger

Speaker:

The Honorable Bobby L. Rush



United State House of Representatives

9:30 – 10:30 AM
CONSUMER CONCERNS AND PRIORITIES
Moderator:      

George Gaberlavage



Director, Consumer and State Affairs Team

AARP Public Policy Institute
Speakers:

Scott Keeter




Director of Survey Research



The Pew Research Center




Ed Farrell



Associate Director




Consumer Reports National Research Center

10:30-10:45 AM
BREAK

10:45AM-12:00PM
CONCURRENT SESSIONS




GRASSROOTS CONSUMER INITIATIVES (Capital B)
Moderator:

Rosemary Shahan



President



Consumers for Auto Reliability and Safety

Speakers:

Reggie James 



Director Policy Outreach and Southwest Office



Consumers Union




Timothy Karr




Campaign Director




Free Press




Jean Ann Fox




Director of Financial Services




Consumer Federation of America




ENERGY FUTURES (Capital A)
Moderator:

Paul Schrader



Executive Director




Consumer Action Council 

Speakers:

Admiral Dennis V. McGinn



U.S. Navy Retired

Angela Anderson




Director, Global Warming Campaign




Pew Environment Group




Mark Cooper 




Research Director




Consumer Federation of America

THREATS TO CONSUMER COURT ACCESS (Washingtonian)

Moderator:
Ira Rheingold

Executive Director


National Association of Consumer Advocates
Speakers:

Paul Bland



Staff Attorney




Public Justice




Alan Kaplinsky




Partner

Ballard Spahr Andrews &  Ingersoll, LLP




Kathleen Keest




Senior Policy Counsel




Center for Responsible Lending



Victor Schwartz




Chairman of the Public Policy Group

Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP

12:15-2:00 PM
LUNCHEON AND KEYNOTE ADDRESS

 
(Capital C/D)
Introductions:

Ken McEldowney



Executive Director, Consumer Action




President, Consumer Federation of America

Introducer:

Irene Leech



President




Virginia Citizens Consumer Council

Speaker:

The Honorable Claire McCaskill



United States Senate

2:00-3:15 PM 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS
NEW HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES IN A GLOBAL MARKETPLACE (Capital A)
Moderator:

Donald L. Mays



Senior Director, Product Safety Planning and Technical Administration



Consumers Union/Consumer Reports

Speakers:

Richard W. O’Brien



Director, Office of International Programs and Government Affairs




U.S. Consumer Products Safety Commission




Arthur J. Kazianis




Vice President, Corporate Quality Assurance




Hasbro, Inc.




Joseph Slota




Director




Deloitte Consulting, LLP
PREDATORY LENDING PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS 
(Capital B)
Moderator:

Rhea Serna



Senior Policy Advocate




California Reinvestment Coalition

Speakers:

Janis Bowdler



Senior Housing Policy Analyst




National Council of La Raza




Elizabeth Renuart




Attorney 




National Consumer Law Center




Thomas Domonoske
Consumer Attorney
MOBILE PHONE CHALLENGES TO CONSUMER PROTECTION (Washingtonian)
Moderator:

Linda Sherry



Director, National Priorities




Consumer Action

Speakers:

Stacy Feuer



Assistant Director for International Consumer Protection




Office of International Affairs




Federal Trade Commission




Mike Bennett




Executive Director – State and Local Government Affairs




AT&T Services, Inc.




Susan Grant




Director of Consumer Protection




Consumer Federation of America
3:15-3:30 PM

BREAK

3:30-5:00 PM

GENERAL SESSION (Capital C/D)

3:30-4:00 PM

KEYNOTE ADDRESS



Introducer:

Willard Ogburn




Executive Director




National Consumer Law Center

Speaker:

The Honorable Richard Durbin




United States Senate
4:00-5:00 PM

THE REVOLUTION IN CONSUMER INFORMATION
Moderator:

Jack Gillis



Public Affairs Director




Consumer Federation of America

Speakers:

Jim Brady



Executive Editor




washingtonpost.com




Jennifer Carroll




Vice President/New Media Content




Newspaper Division, Gannett




Kevin McKean




Vice President and Editorial Director




Consumers Union

5:00-6:00 PM

RECEPTION (Capital A/B)
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2008
8:00-9:00 AM

REGISTRATION (Pre-Function Area)

9:00 AM-12:15 PM
GENERAL SESSIONS (Capital C/D)


9:00-10:15 AM
FEDERAL REGULATORY FAILURES AND PROSPECTS
Moderator:

Pam Gilbert



Partner




Cuneo, Gilbert & DeLuca, LLP

Speakers:

Michael Jacobson



Executive Director




Center for Science in the Public Interest




Rick Melberth




Director of Regulatory Policy




OMB Watch




Henry Jasny




General Counsel




Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety




Rachel Weintraub




Director of Product Safety and Senior Counsel




Consumer Federation of America

10:15-10:30 AM:
BREAK




10:30-11:45 AM
CONGRESSIONAL PERFORMANCE AND PROSPECTS



Moderator:

Travis Plunkett






Legislative Director







Consumer Federation of America



Speakers

Gene Kimmelman






Vice President, Federal and International Affairs






Consumers Union







Joan Claybrook







President







Public Citizen

Edmund Mierzwinski







Consumer Programs Director







U.S. Public Interest Research Group



11:45AM-12:15 PM
KEYNOTE ADDRESS



Introducter:

Janet Domenitz






Executive Director







MassPIRG



Speaker:

James Guest, President






Consumers Union

12:15 PM  

MEETING ADJOURNS










