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Major findings of CPSC’s 2005 Annual Report on All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV)–Related Deaths and Injuries 
include:  



• Serious injuries requiring emergency room treatment increased less than one percent, from 136,100 in 2004 
to 136,700 in 2005. Since 2001, there has been a statistically significant 24% increase in serious injuries.  

 
• The estimated number of ATV-related fatalities increased from 757 in 2003 to 767 in 2004.  
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• Children under 16 suffered 40,400 serious injuries in 2005. Since 2001, there has been a statistically 

significant increase of 18% in the number of children under 16 seriously injured by ATVs.  

• Children made up 30 percent of all injuries. This age group received more serious injuries than any other. 

• In 2005, ATVs killed at least 120 children younger than 16 accounting for 26 percent of all fatalities. 

• Between 1985 and 2005, children under 16 accounted for 36 percent of all injuries and 31 percent of all 
deaths.   
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The CPSC’s findings in 2006 mirror trends over a longer period of time. In 2003, CPSC issued the latest in a 
long line of studies documenting the dramatic increase in ATV injuries and deaths.  In assessing trends between 
1997 and 2001, the Commission provides compelling evidence that the industry is failing to protect consumers.  
CPSC concludes: 
 
• ATV-related injuries requiring emergency room treatment increased 108 percent from 52,800 to 110,100 

while the number of ATVs in use increased by less than 40 percent;  
 



• Injuries suffered by children under 16 increased 66 percent to more than 34,000 in 2001.  The proportion of 
these children among the driving population grew by 13 percent; and 

 
• Injuries caused by bigger and more powerful ATVs, defined by the Commission as machines with engines 

bigger than 400 cc, shot up 567 percent from 3,662 to 24,437 while the number of these machines grew by 
less than half as much.  

 
• Less than four percent of injured ATV drivers received formal safety training from a dealer, salesperson or 

organized training program.  This proportion is unchanged since 1997; 
 
• More than 40 percent of drivers injured in 2001 stated that their ATV did not have warning labels or they 

did not know if it did at the time of their accident; and 
 
• Nearly 90 percent of children under 16 who were injured while riding ATVs were injured while riding 

adult-size ATVs in spite of the industry’s voluntary policy not to sell these machines for use by children.  
This proportion is also unchanged since 1997. 
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