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Consumer Cooperatives:
Part of Our American Fabric

Consumer coopetives ae
businesses hich belong to the peoplehe

use themAmerica’s first successful co-op
was brmed ly Benjamin Fanklin to povide
insurance br homesToday, more than

100 millionAmericans pdicipate in coopestives.

Coopettives ae successful because yhe
provide walugble sevices and sa& consumey
mong. Since the pmary goal of coopedtives
is to meet needsot eneste piofits, they can
sewne their membey & low cost.

Coopestives often povide sevices to their
comnunities tha are not eadily available from
for-profit businesses. In other casesppestives
enhance the @l of competition in the maet-
place ly providing consumes with an
altemative souce of poducts and sgices.

The cental piinciple of consumer coopatives
is member contil and paticipation. These
member/aners meet peodically to estalish
policy and elect dictoss. Directors, in tum,
hire managers to administer the coomtive on
a dy-to-day basis:

Membes contol the lusiness and pride
cepital for a stong and dicient opeation. And,
membes receve all net saings left

after mong is set asidedr opeetions and
improvements:.

Consumer coopetives povide most
important poducts or sefices a peson might
need A sampler intudes:

Credit Unions: More than

11,000 cedit unions suppl

financial sevices br over 77
million consumes ndionwide.
Using up-to-dte tedinolagy, they offer a wide
range of sevices a prices tha are usualy
lower than those ofof-profit institutions. or
example credit unions-usuafl chaige fewer
and laver fees,and laver loan stes,than do
competitos.

Because @dit unions sefe the boad midile
class,they can meet the needs of an e&sing
number of undeseved comnunities;including
youth,senios and mindties.As mary banks
abandon lav-income comrnities,a gowing
number of cedit unions a finding ways to
sere lov and modeate income households.

Utility Cooperatives:
Coopestives povide electicity
and telphone serices to moe
than 30 million people
Coopettives also der stae of the ar
television and telecommmicaionssewices &
competitve piices.

Electric Cooperatives were
formed ly citizens in commnities
whete the ivestorowned paver
companies wuld not povide
sewice. Today, these coopetives contiie to
find ways to povide better setice @& competitve
prices.And, with increased opptunities br
consumes to doose their eledtr supplier new
enepy coopedtives can pvide consumey with
the means to comegdether andifd options ér
more competitiely priced paver for their homes.

Telephone.Cooperatives
provide mral Americans with
telecomnunicédions sevices
compasble to those ailable to
urban esidentsand & reasonhle cost.
Through digtal switching and tansmission
facilities, they offer enhanced séces,suh
as customer callingeBures,Intemet access,
and other aghnced sefices. Maly coopesatives
also povide cdle TV, direct boadcast
saellite TV, and \arious forms of wireless
comnmunicdions sevices.

Housing Cooperatives:

Over one million &milies ae

provided with pleasing and

affordable placesad live thiough
housing coopetives. Ownd and conwlled by
residentscoopestive housingoften povides
significant s&ings wver physically compasble
rental or singledmily housing

Becausedmilies vho ovn their avn homes
have a geder stale in their neighborhoods,
private economic deslopment aganizdions
and local gvemments a& encouaging the
development of housing coomives. Housing
coopetstives ae an effective way to provide
home evnership for low-incomeAmericans.



Food Cooperatives: Over thiee
million Americans stetch their
food dollas though membeship
in neaty 5,000 bod coopegtives.
Food coopeatives hae been pionesrin unit
pricing, nutritional labeling and the sale ofilk
and néural foods.

Price compaison suveys done lg CBS

This Moming and Mothes and Othes for a
Liveable Planet hee found signifcant s&ings
through bod coopeatives.

=======1 Nursery School and Child
@ [ ]

m Care Cooperatives: Nursely
school and tild cae coopestives

provide quality cae for half a
million families.The coopeative stucture
gives paents a eal wice in their dild’s
educaion.

In coopestive rursely schools and hild

car centes, parents detanine polig,
paitticipate as aides in thdasspom and see
on committeesdr sud things asaising funds,
purchasing supplies and maintaining eguip
ment.This paental irvolvement cutsxpenses

so tha the saings can be passed on to mensber

Coopestive health maintenance
organizdions (HMOs) povide
compehensie health ca for moe
than one millioMAmericans coast to coast.
Because thehave been Ble to piovide high
quality cae & the lavest cost Wile sdisfying
the needs of their custonsethese health car
providers play an impotant iole in our coun
try’s health car system.

w Health Care Cooperatives:

Other consumer coopatives povide sevices
such as nutual insuance buying dubs, televi-
sion sé&ellites,and funeal arangements.
Coopeetives on collge campuses fdr book,
food and housing saces br student member
Many of these and other coop#ves ae locally
owned and marged ky membes in comnunities
across the counyr

For moe informéion &bout co-ops in gur
comirunity, or for details on hw to form a
coopestive, call the:

National Coopegtive Busines#ssocidion &
1-800-636-6222 or visilvww.Ccoopestive.org.

Single copies of this bchure ae available by
sending a self-atfessed stampedelope to:
CFA: Co-op
PO B 12099
WashingtonD. C. 20005-0999

For informaion on lulk orders, contact:
Consumer Edertion of America
1424 16th St. NW — Suite 604
WashingtonD. C. 20036

CEA
-
Consumer Federation of America

The Consumer éteation of Ameiica is a non-pofit
associgion of some 250 prconsumer @ups. It vas
foundedin 1968 to astance consumer intest
through adocag/ and educton.

www.consumerdd.org




