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Top Five Reasons Why the Firearms Safety and Consumer 
Protection Act is Good for America’s Gun Consumers 

 
The Firearms Safety and Consumer Protection Act would give the Department of 
Justice consumer protection authority to regulate the design, manufacture, and 
distribution of guns and ammunition.   
 
Here are the top five reasons why this bill is good for America’s gun consumers: 
 
1) This bill would protect gun consumers from being ripped off or injured. 

Many gun consumers and bystanders have been injured or killed by defective or 
hazardously-designed guns.  For example:  
• One gun consumer took his .22 Ruger revolver with him on a fishing trip.  He was 

sitting on a rock when the gun fell from his holster, struck a rock, and discharged.  
The bullet lodged in his bladder, damaging vital nerves and rendering him 
impotent. 

• Mike Lewy was unloading his Remington Model 700 rifle in his basement 
apartment. As he moved the safety to the fire position in order to lift the bolt 
handle to eject a chambered cartridge, the gun discharged.  The bullet went 
through the ceiling and struck his mother, who was shot in the upper left leg and 
required hospitalization for more than a month. 

• Carlton Norrell was changing a tire when a close friend, William Kerr, accidentally 
dropped his .41 Magnum Old Model revolver.  The bullet struck Mr. Norrell in the 
temple and drilled in a straight line across the front of his skull.  Mr. Norrell died 
eight days later.   

This bill would give the Department of Justice authority to set safety standards; require 
gun manufacturers to repair, replace, recall, or refund the purchase price of defective 
guns; and to mandate warnings.  This bill would also require that all guns be labeled to 
ensure that defective guns could be identified and traced.  Currently, the only protection 
gun consumers are afforded against manufacturers of defective guns is to file a lawsuit 
after the victim has been injured or killed. 
 

2) This bill would provide gun consumers with much-needed information.  
Currently there exists no coordinated data collection on gun injuries and deaths that 
includes vital information such as the specific type of gun, caliber and source.  This 
legislation would create a Firearms Violence Information and Research Clearinghouse to 
collect and analyze data regarding gun-related death and injury.  This kind of data is 
essential to identify guns that are exceptionally likely to be involved in gun-related injury 
or death, and to notify gun consumers of the risks associated with such guns.  

 
3) This bill would give gun consumers a voice in the regulatory process. 

Currently, gun consumers have no say in the few voluntary standards developed by the 
industry.  This legislation gives gun consumers a voice in the regulatory process by 
allowing them to petition the Attorney General of the Justice Department to amend or 
enforce specific regulations. 
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4) This bill would shield gun consumers from unreasonably unsafe products.  
Currently, no federal agency has the authority to ban firearms technology that poses an 
unreasonable threat to gun consumers and the public.  The bill authorizes the 
Department of Justice to ban the manufacture and transfer of specific guns and related 
products only if the agency determines that no other remedy would prevent 
unreasonable risk of injury. 

     
5) This bill would safeguard access to guns with legitimate sporting purposes. 

Currently, gun manufacturers get around federal limits by cosmetically altering restricted 
guns to pass a basic “sporting purposes” test.  This bill authorizes the Department of 
Justice to set uniform standards for guns with legitimate sporting purposes to distinguish 
them from guns prone for criminal use, such as modified assault weapons. 


